
 
Madison County Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 
10:00 am Tuesday, January 13, 2026, until concluded 
 
First Floor Public Meeting Room 
Administrative Office Building, Virginia City, Montana 
 
WebEx Login:  
https://madisoncounty.my.webex.com/madisoncounty.my/j.php?MTID=m41ec260e52fb051a5b5abad7194ef5ac    

Meeting Number: 2557 256 7614 Password: VCMadison 
Join by Phone: 1-650-479-3208 Password: 82623476 
Press *6 to mute or unmute 
 
Duke Gilman, District 1 Commissioner 
Ron Nye, District 2 Commissioner, Chairman 
Bill Todd, District 3 Commissioner 

 

 
 CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT TO 5 MINUTES PER PERSON) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

• Minutes for January 5, 2026 Work Session Meeting 

• Minutes for January 6, 2026 Regular Meeting 

• Gravel Pits Reports  

• Approval of Claims 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 

• None 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

• None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance 1- 2026 to Revise the Madison 
County Waste Water Regs  

• Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance 2- 2026: Revise the Madison 
County Waste Water Fee Schedule 

• Nursing Home USDA Grant MOU Execution 

• Nursing Home Survey 

• Sand Storage Building Contract 

• Bus Barn Contract 

• Community Crisis Response Funding Authorization 

• Scheduling Times for Tuesday's Commissioner Agenda Items 

• Resolution 6-2026 A Resolution for Budget Amendment FY2025 

• Resolution 7-2026 Resolution Ordering Referendum On The Renewal Of The Madison 
And Ruby Valley Rural Ambulance District 
 

 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALENDARS 
 
Jan  8, 2026    Library Board Meeting 9:30 AM Thompson-Hickman Madison County Library 
Jan 12, 2026    Airport Board Meeting 6:00 PM Annex Building Public Meeting Room 
Jan 15, 2026    Safety Committee Meeting 10:00 AM Public Meeting Room 
Jan 15, 2026    Solid Waste and Recycling Board Meeting 1:15 PM Annex Building Meeting Room 
Jan 23, 2026    Housing Advisory Board Meeting 1:00 PM Annex Building Public Meeting Room 
Jan 26, 2026    Planning Board Meeting 6:00 PM Annex Building Public Meeting Room 
Feb 27, 2026    Senior Citizen Advisory Board 11:00 AM Twin Bridges Senior Center 
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

https://madisoncounty.my.webex.com/madisoncounty.my/j.php?MTID=m41ec260e52fb051a5b5abad7194ef5ac


 

 

Madison County

Commissioners Regular Meeting
 January 6, 2026, 10:00 am Mountain Time until concluded
103 W Wallace St, Virginia City, MT 59755, United States

First Floor Public Meeting Room
Administrative Office Building, Virginia City, Montana

 

Present:
Duke W. Gilman, Commissioner District 1
Ronald E. Nye, Commissioner District 2, Chairman
William A. Todd, Commissioner, District 3

In attendance: 
Ryan Wolter, IT Support Specialist, administered the Webex connection
Sarah Carlson, Commissioners' / Airport Assistant, was present to take minutes

Attendee List:
Cody Marxer, Planning Director
Kasey Smart, Sanitation
Sheri Jarvis, VC Schoolhouse Foundation

 
 

1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call

2. Public Comment (Please Limit to 5 Minutes Per Person)

None

3. Consent Agenda                     

3.1.  Minutes for December 15, 2025, Work Session

3.2.  Minutes for December 22, 2025, Work Session

3.3.  Minutes for December 22, 2025, Special Meeting

3.4.  Minutes for December 23, 2025, Regular Meeting

3.5.  Approval of Claims

RESOLVED: Commissioner Gilman moved to approve the Consent Agenda as read. Seconded 
by Commissioner Todd. 
For: Duke Gilman, William Todd. Not present for the vote: Ron Nye. Motion passed. 

Comment: None. Discussion: None.
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4. Reports of Committees

None

5. Unfinished Business

None

6. New Business

6.1.  Election of the Commission Chairman for 2026

Commissioner Duke Gilman nominated Commissioner Ron Nye for the 2026 chairman position.

RESOLVED: Commissioner Gilman moved to nominate Ron Nye to be Chairman for 2026. 
Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. 
For: William Todd, Ron Nye, Duke Gilman. Motion passed. 

Comment: None. Discussion: Commissioner Gilman, Commissioner Todd, and Commissioner 
Nye.

6.2.  RESOLUTION 1-2026, A Resolution Setting Mileage Rates for Calendar Year 
2026

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve RESOLUTION 1-2026, A Resolution 
Setting Mileage Rates for Calendar Year 2026. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Ron Nye, Duke Gilman, William Todd. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

6.3.  RESOLUTION 2-2026, A Resolution Setting Dates for Commission Meetings

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve RESOLUTION 2-2026, A Resolution 
Setting Dates for Commission Meetings. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: William Todd, Duke Gilman, Ron Nye. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: Commissioner Gilman and Commissioner Todd.

6.4.  RESOLUTION 3-2026, A Resolution Setting County Office Hours

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve RESOLUTION 3-2026, A Resolution 
Setting County Office Hours. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Ron Nye, William Todd, Duke Gilman. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

6.5.  RESOLUTION 4-2026, A Resolution Establishing Locations for Posting Public 
Notice

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve RESOLUTION 4-2026, A Resolution 
Establishing Locations for Posting Public Notice. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Duke Gilman, William Todd, Ron Nye. Motion passed.
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Comment: None. Discussion: None.

6.6.  RESOLUTION 5-2026, A Resolution Establishing Agenda Items Submission 
Time Frame

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve RESOLUTION 5-2026, A Resolution 
Establishing Agenda Items Submission Time Frame. Commissioner Gilman seconded the 
motion. 
For: Duke Gilman, Ron Nye, William Todd. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

6.7.  Bus Barn Contract

Colton Lauer, the Attorney for Madison County, participated in the meeting via WebEx and 
stated that the attorney's office is presently in the process of developing a county-standardized 
contract for use in this matter. 

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to continue the Bus Barn Contract until next week. 
Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion.
For: William Todd, Ron Nye, Duke Gilman. Motion passed.

Comment: Lauer (WebEx). Discussion: None.

6.8.  Virginia City Schoolhouse Window Restoration Project - Letter of Support

Sheri Jarvis, representing the Virginia City Schoolhouse Foundation, provided the 
Commissioners with information on the grant application process to repair the schoolhouse's 
windows and requested a letter of support. 

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve the Letter of Support for the Virginia City 
Schoolhouse Window Restoration Project with Foundation for Montana History. Commissioner 
Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Ron Nye, William Todd, Duke Gilman. Motion passed.

Comment: Jarvis and Lauer (WebEx). Discussion: Commissioner Gilman and Commissioner 
Todd

6.9.  FY2026 County Motor Vehicle Graveyard Grant for $32,548.60

Kasey Smart from the Madison County Sanitation Department provided an explanation of the 
operational procedures of the junk vehicle program in partnership with the State of Montana. 

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to approve the FY2026 County Motor Vehicle 
Graveyard Grant for $32,548.60. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: William Todd, Ron Nye, Duke Gilman. Motion passed. 

Comment: Smart. Discussion: Commissioner Gilman and Commissioner Nye.

6.10.  Approval for the Viewer's Committee to Conduct an Inspection of 2 Alley 
Closures in Pony, Montana
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RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to accept the two petitions, appoint the Viewer's 
Committee, and set the hearing date for February 27, 2026. The viewers' committee will be Ron 
Nye, Todd Gilstrap, and Stephen Ore. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion.
For: Duke Gilman, William Todd, Ron Nye. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: Commissioner Nye and Commissioner Todd.

7. BOARD RENEWALS AND RESIGNATIONS
 

7.1. Reappoint Steve Burke to the Laurin Cemetery Board

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to Reappoint Steve Burke to the Laurin Cemetery 
Board. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Duke Gilman, Ron Nye, William Todd. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

7.2.  Reappoint Rita Owens to the Planning Board

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to Reappoint Rita Owens to the Planning Board. 
Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Duke Gilman, Ron Nye, William Todd. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

7.3.  Resignation of Steve Janzen from the Planning Board

RESOLVED: Commissioner Todd moved to accept the Resignation of Steve Janzen from the 
Planning Board and advertise for a replacement. Commissioner Gilman seconded the motion. 
For: Duke Gilman, Ron Nye, William Todd. Motion passed.

Comment: None. Discussion: None.

 

Adjournment

With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:23 am. 

The upcoming Regular Commissioner meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 
10:00 am, in the Public Meeting Room of the Administrative Building in Virginia City, Montana.
 
 

Signed: ……………………………………..                                 Date:……………….       
Ronald E. Nye, Commissioner, Chairman
Date Approved: January 13, 2026
  
  
 

Page 4 of 1103.2. Minutes for January 6, 2026, Regular Meeting / Minutes - January 06 2026 (1).pdf



 
Signed: ……………………………………..                                 Date:………………..
Minutes prepared by:
Sarah Carlson, Commissioners' / Airport Assistant
  
 
 
 

Attest: ……………………………………..                                 Date:……………….       
Paula McKenzie, Clerk and Recorder, Madison County
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RESOLUTION 6-2026 

A RESOLUTION OF BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR FUNDS 

2101, 2830, 2990 FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 

WHEREAS, the Madison County fiscal year 2024-2025 budget requires an amendment 

for an increase in expenditures during the fiscal year; and  

WHEREAS, Madison County is allowed to amend its budget pursuant to MCA 7-6-406; 

and 

WHEREAS, Madison County will increase the expenditure budget for Fund 2101 (Sheriff 

Bank Account), 2830 Junk Vehicle Fund, 2990 ARPA Fund to cover the increased 

expenditures.  Each Fund has sufficient reserves to tolerate this increase in 

expenditures.  Expenditures will be increased by the following amount: 

Sheriff Bank Account #2101 will be increased by $207 

Junk Vehicle Fund 2830 will be increased by $89.00 

ARPA Fund 2990 will be increased by $231,554.99.  This increase occurred 

because there was no budget for the ARPA Funds and all expenditures were paid 

out of the General Fund.  The ARPA expenditures need to be paid out fund 2990 

not fund 1000 (General Fund) per the Auditors.     

WHEREAS, the Madison County Commissioners authorize the finance director to 

increase the expenditure budget for Fiscal year 2025 for the above listed funds. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

that the following budget amendment is approved: 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THIS 13th DAY OF January, 2026. 

 

_______________________________ 

Ronald E. Nye, Chairman 

_______________________________ 

William A. Todd 

______________________________ 

Duke W. Gilman 

     ATTEST:________________________ 

           Paula McKenzie 

           Clerk and Recorder 
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RESOLUTION NO. 7-2026 

 

RESOLUTION ORDERING REFERENDUM 

ON THE RENEWAL OF THE 

MADISON AND RUBY VALLEY RURAL AMBULANCE DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Madison County Board of County 

Commissioners (“Commission”) a discussion was held regarding the renewal of a special 

district for the purpose of continuing reasonable and necessary funding to continue the 

successful rural ambulance service to serve the residents within Madison County located 

in the Madison and Ruby valleys.  The Commission finds it in the public interest to 

proceed to order a referendum on the renewal of the proposed special district. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Order for Referendum to Renew the Madison and Ruby Valley 

Rural Ambulance District.  Pursuant to the provisions of Mont. Code Ann. § 7-11-

1011, the Commission hereby orders a referendum on the creation and renewal of an 

ambulance district to serve the inhabitants of the Madison and Ruby valleys within 

Madison County 

 

Section 2. Proposed Name. The name of the special district will remain the 

Madison and Ruby Valley Rural Ambulance District. 

 

Section 3.  Timing and Manner of the Referendum.  The referendum shall be 

conducted in the time and manner in accordance with Title 13, chapter 1, part 5, MCA 

and will be held on May 5, 2026, and conducted by mail ballot.     

 

Section 4.  Description of Territory or Lands Included in Special District.  A 

description of the territory and lands included in the Special District is attached to this 

Resolution as Exhibit A.   

 

Section 5. Character of Proposed Program and Location. The proposed Special 

District will provide tax revenue to support emergency medical services to serve the 

inhabitants of the district and will be available to provide emergency medical services in 

areas surrounding the special district when emergency situations arise which require the 

provision of additional emergency medical services.  The special district proposes to 

assist with funding the expenses associated with operating the ambulance services at 

Madison Valley Medical Center located in Ennis, Montana and Ruby Valley Medical 

Center located in Sheridan, Montana. 

 

Section 6. Cost and Method of Financing. The annual budget for the special district is 

$700,000 (seven hundred thousand dollars).  Funding for the special district annual 
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budget will be by imposing a mill levy sufficient to raise an amount equal to the budget 

on the property owners within the boundaries of the special district. For example, this 

will cost a property owner approximately $26.39 per $100,000 of assessed property 

value, or $72.52 per $300,000 of assessed property value, or $147.05 per $600,000 of 

assessed property value. 

 

Section 7. Administration. The Special District will be administered by the 

Madison County Commissioners pursuant to Montana Code Annotated § 7-11-1021. 

 

Section 8. Duration. The duration of the special district shall be four years or 

until dissolved under the applicable provisions of Montana law. 

 

 

PASSED and ADOPTED by the Madison County Board of Commissioners this 

___________January 13, 2026__________ 

 

 

_________________________________ 

RONALD E. NYE, CHAIRMAN 

 

_________________________________ 

WILLIAM A. TODD 

 

_________________________________ 

DUKE W. GILMAN 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  _______________________________________ 

           Paula McKenzie, Clerk and Recorder 
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